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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

Purpose and Scope: The Sportsmenôs Lodge Owner, LLC (Project applicant) retained SWCA 

Environmental Consultants (SWCA) to prepare a tribal cultural resource assessment for a proposed 

mixed-use development at 12825 Ventura Boulevard (the Project) located in Studio City, California, a 

neighborhood within the City of Los Angeles. The City of Los Angeles (City) is the Lead Agency under 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Project. The Project site is an approximately 6-acre 

irregularly shaped area that abuts the Los Angeles River channel to the north and is situated at the 

northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon Avenue. The Project site includes the 

existing Sportsmenôs Lodge Hotel, which is a separately owned site that is not part of the proposed 

Project and will remain. The Project proposes to demolish the existing buildings within the Project site 

and construct a new mixed-use shopping area. 

The Project site is an approximately 6-acre irregularly shaped area comprising four legal parcels and 

includes the existing Sportsmenôs Lodge Hotel, which is a separately owned site that is not part of the 

proposed Project and will remain. The Project proposes to demolish the existing buildings within the 

Project site and construct a new mixed-use shopping area. The following report addresses tribal cultural 

resources for the purpose of compliance with the CEQA, including Assembly Bill 52 and relevant 

portions of Public Resources Code Sections 5024.1, 15064.5, 21073, 21074, 21080, 21082, 21083, and 

21084. The goal of this report is to identify known tribal cultural resources, assess whether there are 

likely to be previously unknown tribal cultural resources buried within the Project site based on available 

evidence, and analyze the potential for impacts on the basis of the findings in accordance with Appendix 

G of the CEQA Guidelines. 

Dates of Investigation: On February 18, 2020, SWCA received the results of a confidential search of the 

California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) conducted by staff at the South Central 

Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), located on the campus of California State University, Fullerton. 

SWCA submitted a request for a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search to the Native American Heritage 

Commission (NAHC) on April 7, 2021 and received the results on April 21, 2021. 

Results: The CHRIS records search did not identify any known tribal cultural sites in the Project site or 

vicinity or any previous study assessing tribal cultural resources. The SLF results returned by the NAHC 

are positive and their staff recommend contacting the Fernandeño-Tataviam Band of Mission Indian 

(FTBMI) for more information. SWCAôs review of ethnographic literature and other archival sources 

indicates that the closest known Native American sites are the village sites of Kaweenga, located 

approximately 2.8 miles to the east, and the village site of Siutcanga, approximately 5.1 miles to the west, 

both of which were situated along the course of the Los Angeles River. The Project site was assessed for 

the potential to contain previously unidentified tribal cultural resources that are archaeological in nature 

and was found to be low, but the presence of a tribal cultural resource within the Project site cannot be 

fully ruled out. 

Conclusions and Recommendations: The Project is subject to the City of Los Angelesôs standard 

condition of approval for the inadvertent discovery of tribal cultural resources, which requires 

construction be halted and California Native American tribes be consulted on treatment. Based on the 

condition of approval, any potential impacts to an inadvertently discovered tribal cultural resource would 

be reduced to less than significant. However, this conclusion applies only to tribal cultural resources that 

are archaeological in nature and whose significance is based on their potential to contribute important 

historical and scientific information. Further input from tribes, including but not limited to the nature of 

the positive SLF result, has not been considered in this study. Should additional evidence be presented, 

additional analysis of impacts may be required. SWCA recommends the FTBMI be contacted for more 

information and input. 
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Construction at the Project site would adhere to applicable regulatory compliance that apply to the 

inadvertent discovery of human remains. Specifically, the CHSC Section 7050.5 states that if human 

remains are discovered, no further disturbance shall occur until the Los Angeles County Coroner has 

made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. The Los Angeles 

County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the human remains are determined to be 

prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the NAHC, which will determine and notify an MLD. The MLD shall 

complete the inspection of the site within 48 hours of notification and may recommend scientific removal 

and nondestructive analysis of human remains and items associated with Native American burials.  

Disclaimer: The evidence presented and considered in this study is confined to published, academic, and 

archaeological sources, and the conclusions can only be considered as representing scientific and 

archaeological values based on the expertise and professional judgement of SWCAôs qualified 

archaeologists. This study is intended to assess the potential for tribal cultural resources under CEQA 

based on available evidence and should not be considered a replacement for tribal expertise or assumed to 

represent tribal cultural values. 

Disposition of Data: Copies of the report are filed with the Project Applicant, the Planning Department at 

the City, and the SCCIC facilities. All background materials are on-file with SWCAôs office in Pasadena, 

California.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The Sportsmenôs Lodge Owner, LLC retained SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) to prepare a 

tribal cultural resource assessment for a proposed mixed-use development at 12825 Ventura Boulevard 

(the Project) located in Studio City, a neighborhood within the City of Los Angeles. The City of Los 

Angeles (City) is the Lead Agency under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Project. 

The Project site is an approximately 6-acre irregularly shaped area that abuts the Los Angeles River 

channel to the north and is situated at the northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon 

Avenue. The Project site includes the existing Sportsmenôs Lodge Hotel, which is a separately owned site 

that is not part of the proposed Project and will remain. The Project proposes to demolish the existing 

buildings within the Project site and construct a new mixed-use shopping area.  

The following report addresses tribal cultural resources for the purpose of compliance with the CEQA, 

including Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and relevant portions of Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 5024.1, 

15064.5, 21073, 21074, 21080, 21082, 21083, and 21084. The goal of this report is to identify known 

tribal cultural resources, assess whether there are likely to be previously unknown tribal cultural resources 

buried within the Project site based on available evidence, and analyze the potential for impacts on the 

basis of the findings in accordance with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines.  

This report presents the methods and results of a confidential records search of the California Historical 

Resources Information System (CHRIS), Sacred Lands File (SLF) search through the Native American 

Heritage Commission (NAHC), and archival research conducted by SWCA. The CHRIS comprises many 

types of cultural resources, some of which meet the criteria to also be a tribal cultural resource, and others 

have the potential to be a tribal cultural resource but have not been assessed as such. Many of the CHRIS 

sites with potential to be tribal cultural resources are archaeological in nature; however, not all tribal 

cultural resources have archaeological components. The SLF includes a listing of sacred sites and other 

types of resources affiliated with California Native American tribes, which may also be considered tribal 

cultural resources under CEQA. Because the Project parcel has been fully developed and is paved, any 

previously unknown tribal cultural resources that could exist within the site would most likely be 

archaeological in nature; therefore, the background research conducted for the current study focuses 

primarily on assessing the likelihood of encountering buried archaeological deposits affiliated with Native 

Americans. Accordingly, this report can only be considered as representing scientific and archaeological 

values based on the expertise and professional judgement of SWCAôs qualified archaeologists, consistent 

with the intent of AB 52.  

SWCA Senior Archaeologist Chris Millington, M.A., Registered Professional Archaeologist (RPA) acted 

as the principal Investigator and lead author for the study. SWCA Project Archaeologist Katie Dumm, 

M.Sc., RPA co-authored portions of the report. A copy of the Cityôs standard condition of approval for 

tribal cultural resources is included in Attachment A. The CHRIS search results letter from the South 

Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) is included as Attachment B. The SLF results letter from the 

NAHC is included in Attachment C. Copies of the report are filed with the Project Applicant, the 

Planning Department at the City, and the SCCIC facilities at California State University, Fullerton. All 

background materials are on-file with SWCAôs office in Pasadena, California.  
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Project Location 

The Project is located along the southern margin of the San Fernando Valley within the central portion of 

Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angeles (Figure 1). The Project is located within Section 25 of 

Township 1 North, Range 15 West (San Bernardino Base and Meridian), as depicted on the U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS) Van Nuys, California, 7.5-minute quadrangle (Figure 2). The Project site 

occupies an approximately 6-acre irregularly shaped area located at 12825 Ventura Boulevard, which is at 

the northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon Avenue (Figure 3). The Project site is 

bound to the north by the Los Angeles River channel and to the south by Ventura Boulevard, and 

comprises the following assessor parcel numbers (APN) as listed by the Los Angeles County Assessorôs 

Office: 2375-021-008, 2375-021-022, 2375-021-023, and 2375-021-024 (see Figure 3).  

Project Description 

The Project site includes the existing Sportsmenôs Lodge Hotel, which is a separately owned site that is 

not part of the proposed Project and will remain. The Project proposes to demolish an existing 56,000 

square-foot event/banquet facility that consists of several one-story buildings attached to each other and a 

smaller detached one-story building, as well as potentially demolish a City fire station, and construct a 

new mixed-use shopping center with space for dining, retail, health club, and accessories such as hallways 

and elevators (Figure 4). Three levels of subterranean parking will be included parts of the Project site 

(see Figure 4). The demolition of extant buildings and hardscaping and the new construction will require 

ground disturbance beneath the developed portions of the Project site. Excavation will occur across the 

full extent of the Project site and is expected to extend into alluvial sediments and, at a minimum, 

excavate to a depth that allows for the removal of any underlying artificial fill. Excavation up to 40 feet 

below the current grade is anticipated for construction of the three subterranean parking levels. Grading 

and mass excavation for the portion of the proposed structure with one subterranean parking level will be 

generally shallower than what is required for the three-level parking structure, but may require pile 

drilling that extends to bedrock, estimated to be at least 65 feet below the current grade.   
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Figure 1. Project vicinity map. 
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Figure 2. Project location map, USGS Van Nuys, California 7.5-minute quadrangle. 
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Figure 3. Project site plotted on a 2013 aerial photograph. 
























































































